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WORLD NO. 57 MIHAELA BUZARNESCU HEADLINES
MAIN DRAW FIELD AT DOW TENNIS CLASSIC

Greater Midland Tennis Center to Host $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit Event,
January 28-February 4

MIDLAND, Michigan, January 11, 2018 - The USTA announced that Mihaela Buzarnescu of Bucha-
rest, Romania headlines the competitors for the Dow Tennis Classic, a $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit 
event, at the Greater Midland Tennis Center, January 28-February 4.

The tournament is the fourth USTA Pro Circuit women’s event of the 2018 season and is the only 
women’s event set to take place in Michigan this year. 

Currently No. 57, Buzarnescu is the highest-ranked of the 22 women who received direct accep-
tance into the 32-player main draw. Thirty-two players will compete in the qualifying tournament 
January 28-30, for four other berths. The local tournament organizers and the USTA will also award 
wild card entries to complete the field. 

The 29-year old reached a career-high ranking of No. 55 in the world in late 2017. In October, she 
had the best results of her career at the Upper Austria Ladies Linz when she defeated No. 4 seed 
Anett Kontaveit, Ajla Tomljanovic, and Belinda Bencic en route to the semifinals. She also reached 
the semifinals of the doubles draw, pairing with Oksana Kalashnikova. Buzarnescu holds 56 ITF Pro 
Circuit singles and doubles titles overall (22 in singles, 34 in doubles). She has also competed in 
qualifying at all four Grand Slam events and advanced to the main draw of the US Open.

Joining Buzarnescu in the main draw are Americans Jennifer Brady, Sofia Kenin, Sachia Vickery, Irina 
Falconi, and Julia Boserup. All five women are ranked inside the top 150. 2016 singles champion 
Naomi Broady is also expected to return. 

Admission to the Dow Tennis Classic qualifying rounds is free. Tickets to main draw day sessions 
through February 2 are $3 and tickets to the evening sessions, semifinals, and finals start at just $8 
for juniors and $12 for adults. Tickets are available by calling the Greater Midland Tennis Center at 
(989) 631-6151 or by visiting www.dowtennisclassic.com/tickets.

A full entry list of players expected to compete in the 2018 Dow Tennis Classic can be found at: 
http://bit.ly/2APZQli
ABOUT THE USTA PRO CIRCUIT: 
With more than 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from $15,000 to
$125,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for aspiring tennis players
and a frequent battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched its Pro Circuit 39 years ago to provide
players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and it has since grown to become the largest
developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering more than $3 million in prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men
and women from more than 70 countries competed in cities nationwide. Andy Murray, Maria Sharapova, John Isner,
Sloane Stephens, Kei Nishikori, Victoria Azarenka, and Sam Querrey and are among today’s top stars who began
their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit. Follow the USTA Pro Circuit at #USTAProCircuit and www.procircuit.usta.com.
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For more information, contact:
Jacob Stuckey, Tournament Press Aide
Cell: (904) 687-6495
E-mail: jacobmatthewstuckey@gmail.com

Live Streaming at www.procircuit.usta.com
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