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DOW TENNIS CLASSIC ANNOUNCES
2018 COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Greater Midland Tennis Center to Host $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit Event,
January 28-February 4

MIDLAND, Michigan, January 22, 2018 – The Dow Tennis Classic today announced “Pros to the 
Schools / Schools to the Matches” and “Think Smart. Dream Big!” as its marquee Community Out-
reach programs for the 2018 tournament.

Started with the tournament’s inception in 1989, the Dow Tennis Classic has partnered with The Dow 
Chemical Company to take touring pros to the local schools, and invite school groups to come to 
the Dow Tennis Classic to experience world-class tennis.

The “Pros to the Schools / Schools to the Matches” program allows students to hear from the 
world’s top tennis players about reaching for your dreams, achieving personal excellence, and about 
cultural diversity.  During the tournament, nearly 30 touring pros will interact with over 3,000 students 
from 32 different schools in the Great Lakes Bay Region.

“Think Smart. Dream Big!” is a program for at-risk youth from area alternative high schools, where 
they will enjoy a memorable day of tennis designed just for them at the Dow Tennis Classic.

The students will get an introduction into the game of tennis, the opportunity to watch a match, hear 
from a motivational speaker, and meet touring pros.  Students will also receive a free racquet and 
world-class lunch.  Approximately 90 teens from three participating schools, and three touring tennis 
professionals are expected to participate in the event.

“One of the biggest reasons for us hosting this amazing event is the impact we have on our commu-
nity. We have players coming from all over the world and visitors to watch from all over Michigan,” 
said Tournament Director Scott Mitchell. “They visit our hotels, restaurants and other establishments 
and have a significant impact on our economy during these next 10 days. But the best part is the 
way they give back to community and schools around the area.”

The tournament also partners with local colleges to offer educational opportunities where over 300 
students can gain real world experience while working at the Dow Tennis Classic.  Students select-
ed for this unique opportunity get hands on training, while also having the opportunity to speak and 
learn from leading professionals in their career respective fields.

Throughout the tournament, local non-profit organizations will also be highlighted with the hope of 
raising further awareness for them. Organizations that will be highlighted this year include Greater 
Midland, Kiwassee Kiwanis, Creative 360, Junior Development Eagle Village, and the Rotary Club of 
Midland.

-- more --



ABOUT THE USTA PRO CIRCUIT: 
With more than 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from $15,000 to
$125,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for aspiring tennis players
and a frequent battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched its Pro Circuit 39 years ago to provide
players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and it has since grown to become the largest
developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering more than $3 million in prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men
and women from more than 70 countries competed in cities nationwide. Andy Murray, Maria Sharapova, John Isner,
Sloane Stephens, Kei Nishikori, Victoria Azarenka, and Sam Querrey and are among today’s top stars who began
their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit. Follow the USTA Pro Circuit at #USTAProCircuit and www.procircuit.usta.com.
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For more information, contact:
Jacob Stuckey, Tournament Press Aide
Cell: (904) 687-6495
E-mail: jacobmatthewstuckey@gmail.com

Live Streaming at www.procircuit.usta.com
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The Dow Tennis Classic, a $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit event, will be held at the Greater Midland Ten-
nis Center, January 28 - February 4.  Professional athletes from around the world will be competing 
for $100,000 in prize money, as well as valuable WTA Tour Ranking points.
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