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Dow Signs Three Year Commitment as Title Sponsor of Dow Tennis Classic 

The $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit Event celebrates the achievement of women in sports, 
offers inspiration to area students, and delivers world-class entertainment to the Great 
Lakes Bay Region 

MIDLAND, Mich. – October 16, 2017 – The Dow Chemical Company, a subsidiary of DowDuPont, 

announced today that it has committed to a three-year title sponsorship of the Dow Tennis Classic. The 

commitment keeps the $100,000 United States Tennis Association Pro Circuit women’s event in Midland 

through 2020. Midland has hosted the event since 1989, and has been recognized as one of America’s 

Best Tennis Towns by the USTA.   The 2018 tournament will be held January 27 - February 4. 

“The Dow Tennis Classic has become a tradition in the Great Lakes Bay community,” said Jim Fitterling, 

president and chief operating officer of Dow, and chief operating officer of DowDuPont Material 

Science. “We are happy to extend our partnership with both the Greater Midland Tennis Center and the 

USTA, and we look forward to seeing some great tennis in early 2018.” 

The community impact of the Dow Tennis Classic extends far beyond the hardcourt. Professional tennis 

players participate in youth outreach opportunities via the Midland Public School system. These are 

designed to educate students about the sport of tennis, enable them to engage and learn about 

pursuing excellence in health and wellness while at the same time appreciating the diverse cultural 

backgrounds of the players, who come from a number of different countries around the world.   

The tournament started as a $25,000 event in 1989 under the title sponsorship of the Dow Corning 

Corporation. The event grew in significance over the following two decades and in 2010, the 

tournament was named the first and only $100,000 event. In 2016, The Dow Chemical Company 

restructured its ownership of Dow Corning, and via that transaction, also became the tournament’s title 

sponsor.  

“The support we receive from the entire Great Lakes Bay Region has enabled the Dow Tennis Classic to 

become the longest running and largest Women’s USTA Pro Circuit event,” said Scott Mitchell, 

tournament director of the Dow Tennis Classic and Executive Director with Greater Midland Tennis 

Center. “With great sponsors like Dow and our many other local businesses, we’re able to reach more 

than 4,000 youth through our outreach efforts and almost 15,000 patrons during tournament week.” 

About DowDuPont Materials Science Division 

DowDuPont Materials Science, a business division of DowDuPont (NYSE: DWDP), combines science and 

technology knowledge to develop premier materials science solutions that are essential to human 

progress. The division has one of the strongest and broadest toolkits in the industry, with robust 
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technology, asset integration, scale and competitive capabilities that enable it to address complex global 

issues. DowDuPont Materials Science’s market-driven, industry-leading portfolio of advanced materials, 

industrial intermediates, and plastics businesses deliver a broad range of differentiated technology-

based products and solutions for customers in high-growth markets such as packaging, infrastructure, 

and consumer care. DowDuPont intends to separate the Materials Science Division into an independent, 

publicly traded company. More information can be found at www.dow-dupont.com. 
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